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GOVERNOR’S P-20 COORDINATING COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

General Meeting –May 13, 2010 
1:00 P.M.  

 

Location:  1700 W. Washington 

   Grand Canyon Room 

   Phoenix, AZ    

  

Members Present: Dr. Carol Peck, Rhian Evans Allvin, Dr. Linda Arzoumanian, Dr. 

Pauline Begay, Dr. Karen Butterfield for Superintendent Tom 

Horne, Dr. Michael Kearns, Paul Luna, Colleen Niccum, Dr. April 

Osborn, DeAnna Rowe, Joel Sideman, and Vince Yanez  

 

Members Absent: Dean Gray, Lisa Graham Keegan, LaVelle McCoy, Dr. Marv 

Lamer and Dr. Jim Zaharis 

 

Guest Presenters: Dr. Paul Koehler and Marie Mancuso, WestEd; Cory Curl and 

Sarah Barclay Hoffman, EducationCounsel (telephonically); and 

Cheryl Lebo, Associate Superintendent of Standards & Assessment 

with the Arizona Department of Education 

  

Staff Present: Debra Raeder-Gay and Karla Phillips 

 

1. Call to Order, Welcome, Introductions, and Objectives 

 

Dr. Carol Peck called the meeting to order at 1:03 p.m. and welcomed the Council 

members and guests.  Dr. Peck also welcomed Governor Brewer and asked the members 

and guests to briefly introduce themselves.   

 

Dr. Peck introduced the task force chairs in the audience:  Jack Lunsford, Chair of the 

Standards and Assessment Task Force; Dave Howell, Chair of the Great Teachers Great 

Leaders Task Force; and Marc Osborn, Chair of the Supporting Struggling Schools Task 

Force.  Dr. Peck indicated that the work of the task forces provided the consultants with a 

great foundation and plenty to work with to reconstruct the Round 2 application, and 

once again thanked the chairs and the task force members for their hard work. 

 

Dr. Peck welcomed the consultants from WestEd – Dr. Paul Koehler and Marie Mancuso, 

and on the telephone from EducationCounsel, Cory Curl and Sarah Barclay Hoffman, 

who will be providing a brief overview of Arizona’s Round 2 RTTT Application.  Dr. 

Peck indicated that preceding the presentation will be opening remarks by Governor 

Brewer.  Following the Governor’s remarks and the presentation, Council members will 

have an opportunity to engage in questions and discussion with the consultants.  

Following this presentation and discussion, the Council will hear from Cheryl Lebo, 

Associate Superintendent of Standards & Assessment with the Arizona Department of 

Education, regarding the Race to the Top Assessment Competition. 
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Dr. Peck advised the public that, if they wished to address the Council, a “request to 

speak” form needed to be submitted to staff in order to be recognized during the Call to 

the Public portion of the meeting. 

 

2. Approval of Council Minutes 

 

Dr. Carol Peck called for an approval of the April 9, 2010 Council minutes. Dr. Linda 

Arzoumanian motioned that the minutes be approved. Vince Yanez seconded the motion, 

which passed unanimously. 

 

Dr. Peck then introduced Governor Brewer, thanked her for her for her continued support 

and leadership for education reform and particularly for directing the state to participate 

in a Round 2 RTTT Application.   

 

3. Remarks from the Governor 

  

Governor Brewer thanked the Council, task force chairs and members for their hard work 

to develop and ultimately implement an education reform plan that will strengthen the 

entire education continuum.  The Governor emphasized that regardless of whether the 

state received RTTT funds, the plan itself is important and that the filing of the 

application should not be viewed as the end but the starting point of conversation.  The 

Governor further stated that the plan will help ensure the economic health, 

competitiveness and future prosperity of the state, that part of the plan is to build upon 

the work of the higher education system which established the goal of doubling 

baccalaureate degrees by 2020, and that this goal cannot be accomplished without an 

expansion in the capacity of the K-12 system.  The Governor emphasized that since filing 

the first application, we have been working aggressively to ensure that our second 

application would be more competitive including passing significant legislation and State 

Board of Education policy regarding alternative teacher and principal certification; 

teacher evaluation; data governance; and college and career readiness.  The Governor 

once again thanked everyone for their passion, dedication and expertise in developing the 

plan and that regardless of the outcome, we can be proud of our continued determination 

to develop a collaborative education reform roadmap for Arizona. 

 

4. Review and Discussion: Race to the Top  

 

Dr. Peck welcomed the consultants to the meeting, Dr. Paul Koehler and Marie Mancuso 

from WestEd, and Cory Curl and Sarah Barclay Hoffman, who were on the telephone, 

from EducationCounsel.  Dr. Koehler thanked everyone for their support, and the 

Governor for her leadership, indicating that the consultants had been reaching out to 

Council members, task force members, and key stakeholders to solicit additional 

comments and input regarding the Round 2 application building on the work from Round 

1.  Dr. Koehler specifically thanked Darcy Renfro for her work to strengthen the 

application’s STEM initiatives.  The consultants then provided an overview of the work 

on each section of Arizona’s Round 2 Race to the Top Application.  A one-page written 

overview of this work was provided to the Council members, audience and members of 
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the press and is attached to these minutes.  Specific changes to the application include: a 

revised vision statement and theory of action; providing detailed metrics to measure our 

readiness as well as our success in meeting set goals; development of a governance 

structure to oversee implementation of the plan; integration of a detailed STEM initiative; 

and to build a sense that the state can actually accomplish the work in the plan.   

 

It is anticipated that the plan will be presented to the Governor, the State Board of 

Education, Superintendent Tom Horne, and the Attorney General’s Office for their 

review and signature by May 20, which will allow time for any edits or modifications 

before the application is due on May 31 (which is a holiday).  It is the goal to submit the 

application by Friday, May 28.   

   

Following the overview, Governor Brewer left the meeting.  Council members provided 

comment and engaged in Q&A with the consultants.  Dr. April Osborn expressed concern 

regarding the data warehouse and the lack of five of the 12 elements; Dr. Michael Kearns 

expressed concern that the community colleges be represented in the governance 

structure, and the role of the “Move on When Ready” concept; Vince Yanez stated that 

early childhood also needed to be represented in the governance structure; Colleen 

Niccum stated that the needs of business must be embedded into the application; Paul 

Luna stated that while it was expressed that the time was short to prepare a Round 2 

application, the Council did have more time to continue working on and refining the plan 

and that, as the Governor stated, this was the starting point not the ending point, and that 

the Council needs to keep working on this plan to make it Arizona’s roadmap; Dr. 

Pauline Begay expressed concern that the vision statement sounded more like a goal than 

a vision and that students were not represented in the vision statement.   

 

The consultants thanked the Council for their discussion and input stating that this 

information would be addressed as deemed appropriate as they worked to finalize the 

application. 

 

5. Review and Discussion:  RTTT Common Assessment Competition 

 

Cheryl Lebo, Associate Superintendent of Standards & Assessment with the Arizona 

Department of Education, provided a review and update on the Race to the Top Common 

Assessment Competition.  The U.S. Department of Education has announced, under 

ARRA and in addition to the Race to the Top grant competition, an Assessment Program 

that provides $350 million in funding to consortia of states to develop college and career 

ready assessments.  There are two categories of grants:  (A) Comprehensive Assessment 

Systems grants ($320 million in funding), and (B) High School Course Assessment 

Program grants ($30 million in funding).  Both grants require Memorandums of 

Understanding from states signed by the Governor, the State School Chief Officer, and 

the State Board of Education (SBE) President in order to be considered participants in a 

consortium.  The application is due June 23, 2010.   

 

Ms. Lebo indicated that Arizona needed to revise the state’s mathematics assessments 

because of the recently adopted new mathematics standard.  Additionally, it is anticipated 
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that the State Board of Education will be adopting the Common Core Standards in 

mathematics and English Language Arts in July 2010 and this would necessitate new 

assessments.  Participating in a consortium will provide funding for the development of 

new assessments that would align with the new standards.  Requirements for the 

assessment(s), using these funds, includes that the assessment must be fully aligned with 

the new Common Core Standards; produce a range of data to support decision making at 

all levels; and support and improve classroom instruction. Additionally a competitive 

preference priority will be given to states that have support from higher education.  

 

Arizona is currently a member of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for 

College and Career (PARCC) Consortium along with 26 other states.  States can be on 

the Governing Board, Design Team or be considered a Participating State.  Arizona is a 

member of the Design Team and is considering becoming a Governing State.  Following 

the presentation, the Council was in consensus that Arizona should become a Governing 

State.  Dr. Kearns also expressed support for higher educations’ partnership and would 

work to ensure community college engagement.   

 

6. Comments from the Council 

     

Dr. Carol Peck indicated that this agenda item was an opportunity for Council members 

to engage in additional discussion or comments and asked if there were any additional 

suggestions or ideas anyone wanted to share.  The Council had no additional comments. 

 

7. Next Steps 

 

Dr. Peck indicated that with the input from the Council today the consultants will 

continue working to finalize Arizona’s Round Two RTTT application.  The application 

will not come back to the Council prior to submission.  However, staff will continue to 

keep Council and Task Force members apprised of the work and provide key pieces of 

information as it becomes available. 

 

Dr. Peck also reminded the members of the need to get letters of support into Dr. Koehler 

by May 15.  It is imperative that each and every member solicits a letter of support from 

his or her respective constituencies. 

 

8. Call to the Public 

       

Dr. Carol Peck made a call to the public. There were two requests to address the Council. 

 

Jack Lunsford reinforced Paul Luna’s comments regarding the role of the P-20 

Coordinating Council and the task forces in further developing and implementing the 

education reform plan and asked that staff convey this message to the Governor.   

 

Susan Carlson congratulated the Governor for taking the next steps for a Round 2 RTTT 

Application indicating that some of this work aligns with ABEC’s work on school 
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financing reform.  Ms. Carlson also emphasized that the state must have a data system 

that takes data down to the student level. 

 

9. Adjourn 

  

Dr. Peck thanked the Council members for their attendance at today’s meeting.  There 

being no further business before the Council, Dr. Karen Butterfield motioned, and Vince 

Yanez seconded, a motion to adjourn.  The motion passed unanimously and the meeting 

adjourned at 2:45 p.m. 


